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Title of meeting:  
 

Culture Leisure and Sport Decision Meeting 

Subject: 
 

The Big Friendly Read: The 2016 Summer Reading 
Challenge.  
 

Date of meeting: 
 

7 October  2016 

Report by: 
 

Director of Culture and City Development 

Wards affected: 
 

All 

 

 
 
1. Requested by 

Cabinet Member for Culture Leisure and Sport 
 
2. Purpose 
 
2.1  To inform the Cabinet Member on this year's Summer Reading Challenge, delivered 

by the Library and Archive Service and to give provisional participation figures. 
 
  
3. Information Requested 

 
3.1 The Summer Reading Challenge is an annual campaign run by The Reading 

Agency and delivered in most of the public library authorities in the UK.  Last year 
800,000 children nationally took part.  The aim is to encourage primary school age 
children to read more and to combat the "summer reading dip" in literacy that can 
occur when children are not at school over the school holidays.  It introduces 
families to their library, encourages children to choose books freely and 
independently and is endorsed by parents, teachers and the Department for 
Education.  Research shows that children who take part return to school more 
enthusiastic and confident about reading and that children who use libraries are 
twice as likely to be above average readers and to read more in their spare time. 
 

3.2 In order to complete the Challenge, children need to read six books over the 
summer holiday and are encouraged to keep up their reading through incentives 
and rewards.  Each year, the Challenge has a special theme.  For 2016 it has been 
"The Big Friendly Read" and has been linked to the centenary celebrations of Roald 
Dahl's birth.  It is also supported by a dedicated website www.bigfriendlyread.org.uk 
which includes games and competitions and also functions as a reader 
development tool, where children can get recommendations for books to read when 
they answer some simple questions.  In addition, branch libraries have delivered a 
series of weekly free activities to support the Challenge throughout the holidays.   

 

http://www.bigfriendlyread.org.uk/
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3.3 Library staff visited most of the primary schools in the city towards the end of the 
summer term in order to promote the Challenge, which was launched on Saturday 
16 July.  Details were also published in Flagship and the Children's Services 
Bulletin, with regular updates posted on our social media channels.  The Roald Dahl 
theme has proven especially engaging with children this year and a total of 2, 747 
children signed up for the Challenge with 1, 414 going on to complete over a period 
of eight weeks.  The final totals reflect an annual trend, with the number of children 
who go on to complete the Challenge being roughly half of those that register.  From 
the launch date to Friday 10 September, nearly 50, 000 children's items were issued 
from our libraries. 
 

3.4  Library staff were once again supported by a large number of volunteers aged 
twelve to nineteen years.  This volunteering by young people is well established and 
now in its fourth year, with many of the young people taking part having volunteered 
in previous years.  They help staff run the Challenge by talking to children about the 
books they have been reading, help children to choose new books, help with other 
children's holiday activities and help to create displays in libraries.  This can give the 
young people valuable work experience, a reference for employment, the 
opportunity to develop confidence, social skills, employment opportunities and 
literacy skills, the opportunity to make a positive contribution to their community and 
a chance to make new friends. 

 
 

3.5 Children who completed the Challenge were invited to attend the annual winners' 
event on Sunday 11 September that once again took place at Southsea Castle.  
This year, nearly 4000 children and their families attended the venue to collect their 
certificates and medals.  This ongoing partnership with Museum and Visitor 
Services enables us to provide an exciting venue and promotes the Castle as an 
attraction in its own right to families from all over the city. At the event, additional 
activities are offered, such as a treasure hunt and quiz, encouraging families to 
explore the Castle.  A storyteller was also on site, delivering four sessions 
throughout the day and the Mobile Library also attended, raising awareness of this 
service to the city's residents.  It also gives the library service a valuable opportunity 
to gather feedback relating to the Challenge from the children and their 
parents/carers (Appendix 1). 
 
 

3.6 The Challenge is a highly inclusive activity that is provided free of charge to all 
families in the city.   Resources that accompany the Challenge are purchased from 
the Library and Archive Service budget, within cash limits.  Equalities data is 
collected every year and a breakdown of registrations and completers by school is 
also made available to Head Teachers.   
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……………………………………………… 
Signed by: 
Stephen Baily 
Director of Culture and City Development   
 
 
Appendices: 
 

 Appendix 1 - Feedback 
 
 
Background list of documents: Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 
 
The following documents disclose facts or matters, which have been relied upon to a 
material extent by the author in preparing this report: 
 

Title of document Location 
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Summer Reading Challenge 2016 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 - Feedback 
 
Some feedback from parents/carers: 
 

 'It's a great way to get children into reading' 

 'Really enjoyed it.  Helps keep my boys reading through the summer'. 

 'Had one child do it for her third year'. 

 'My daughters look forward to the Reading Challenge and winners' event every 
year.' 

 'It helped my daughter keep her reading level up during the summer holidays'. 

 'Helped to broaden her reading as she normally just reads factual books'. 

 'The volunteer helpers are great role models for the children'. 
 
Some feedback from the children: 
 

 Freya, aged 7: 'I felt really proud when I got the medal and certificate'. 

 Volunteer, aged 12: 'It was nice to help out and to see the kids get so excited when 
they got their certificates and medals!  Great day!  I will come again and help next 
year!' 

 Annabelle, aged 5: 'It was so fun, I LOVED IT!'  
 


